Finch & Fafinski: Criminology Skills 3e

	Topic statement
What is the general area that you wish to research?


	

	Time period
What time period are you interested in?
(if relevant)

	

	Geography

Are there any geographical constraints on your search? (if relevant)

	

	Key words

What are the key words from your topic statement?
	Key word 1
	

	
	Key word 2
	

	
	Key word 3
	

	Synonyms

What synonyms or alternatives are there for these key words? 
	Alternatives 1
	

	
	Alternatives 2
	

	
	Alternatives 3
	

	Search strategy
Formulate a search strategy by connecting your keywords. Combine synonyms/alternatives with ‘OR’ and different ideas/concepts with ‘AND’.
	Key word 1
	
	OR
	
	OR
	

	
	AND

	
	Key word 2
	
	OR
	
	OR
	

	
	AND

	
	Key word 3
	
	OR
	
	OR
	

	Select database(s)


	

	SEARCH



	Review results and revise search
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