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Christina Lux is a poet and literary scholar based at the University of California, Merced, where she is associate director of the Center for the Humanities. Her poetry has appeared on National Public Radio as well as in journals such as Feminist Formations, Women’s Studies Quarterly, and North Dakota Quarterly. Her scholarship has appeared in The Journal of Transnational American Studies and the International Journal of Francophone Studies. The following poem explores sexuality and attachment in the context of religion.

bittersweet communion, on se rencontre

across this shadow-bitten table

carl dreyer gaze up: faux antique hook

crucifix accroché, loose vent’s gaze

we, propulsed!

mary, gaze down:

pillows tossed,

brass base.

X backed, lines crossed

legs, legs, legs . . .

toes bent like ba’s.

TRANSLATIONS:

on se rencontre = we meet

accroché = hooked/hung

ba = father-figure/compound head

