Chapter 1 Questions and Exercises

1. Using available “Quick Facts” from the U.S. Census (https://www.census.gov/quickfacts), type in the name of a city or town that you would like to study and learn as much about it as you would like. You can compare statistics on this community against the United .States. as a whole or any other city, town, or county in the nation. Examine as much data as you can on the following:
Size of Population
Age/Sex Demographics
Race & Hispanic (Latinx) Origin
Population Characteristics
Housing Characteristics
Families & Living Arrangements
Computer & Internet Usage
Education
Health
Economy
Transportation
Income & Poverty
Businesses
Geography
2. List and describe three of the major externalities in your home city or town.
3. How do these externalities affect you and your household?
4. How does your city or town attempt to deal with these externalities?
5. In your city or town, which individuals and groups are powerful? What power do they have and how do they exercise it?
6. What types of changes do you think residents of your city or /town would want to make regarding municipal agencies or programs?
7. Which organizations, city officials, and individuals in your city or /town are important in making changes in education, housing, access to jobs, crime, public transportation, health care, and business growth?
