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1. Manufacturing industries often provide good jobs at reasonably good wages for workers who have not completed college. Using the following website from the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, select ten metro areas of your choice and calculate manufacturing’s percentage of total employment in each:  https://www.bls.gov/opub/ee/2019/sae/tabled3_201901.htm.
· Which of these metro areas has the highest manufacturing percentage?
· Which of these metro areas has the lowest manufacturing percentage?
· For the most recent period, has manufacturing employment been on the increase or decrease in each of these metro areas?

2. StatsAmerica has a powerful tool that identifies what individual cities and towns are doing to promote economic development. This can be found at http://www.statsamerica.org/innovation/sitemap.html.
· Using this data source, first study how the innovation index is calculated noting what factors are used to derive it.
· Using the data in this website, select ten counties across the country of your choice and see how the innovation index varies among them.
· Which three of the counties you chose has the highest innovation indices? Which three have the lowest?
· Using your browser, see what you can learn about the specific economic development policies used in the three counties you selected.

