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R b S S

CONVENTI ON (1'V) RESPECTI NG THE LAWS AND CUSTOMS
OF WAR ON LAND

Signed at The Hague, 18 Cctober 1907

Seei ng that, while seeking nmeans to preserve peace and prevent arned
conflicts between nations, it is |likewi se necessary to bear in mnd the
case where the appeal to arns has been brought about by events which their
care was unable to avert;

Animated by the desire to serve, even in this extrene case, the interests
of humanity and the ever progressive needs of civilization

Thinking it inportant, with this object, to revise the general |aws and
custonms of war, either with a viewto defining themw th greater precision
or to confining themw thin such limts as would mtigate their severity as
far as possi bl e;

Have deened it necessary to conplete and explain in certain particulars the

work of the First Peace Conference, which, follow ng on the Brussels
Cnnf er ence nf 1874 and i nsnired hv the ideac diectated hv a wi e and
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generous forethought, adopted provisions intended to define and govern the
usages of war on | and.

According to the views of the H gh Contracting Parties, these provisions,
the wordi ng of which has been inspired by the desire to dinmnish the evils
of war, as far as mlitary requirenents pernit, are intended to serve as a
general rule of conduct for the belligerents in their nutual relations and
intheir relations with the inhabitants.

It has not, however, been found possible at present to concert regul ations
covering all the circunstances which arise in practice;

On the other hand, the High Contracting Parties clearly do not intend that
unf or eseen cases should, in the absence of a witten undertaking, be left
to the arbitrary judgnent of nmilitary comuanders.

Until a nore conplete code of the aws of war has been issued, the High
Contracting Parties deemit expedient to declare that, in cases not
included in the Regul ati ons adopted by them the inhabitants and the
belligerents remain under the protection and the rule of the principles of
the law of nations, as they result fromthe usages established anong
civilized peoples, fromthe |l aws of humanity, and the dictates of the
publ i c consci ence.

They declare that it is in this sense especially that Articles 1 and 2 of
t he Regul ati ons adopted nust be understood.

The Hi gh Contracting Parties, wishing to conclude afresh Convention to this
ef fect, have appointed the following as their Plenipotentiaries:

(Here follow the nanes of Plenipotentiaries)

Who, after having deposited their full powers, found in good and due form
have agreed upon the foll ow ng:

Article 1. The Contracting Powers shall issue instructions to their arned
I and forces which shall be in conformity with the Regul ati ons respecting
the laws and custonms of war on |and, annexed to the present Convention

Art. 2. The provisions contained in the Regulations referred to in Article
1, as well as in the present Convention, do not apply except between
Contracting Powers, and then only if all the belligerents are parties to

t he Conventi on.

Art. 3. A belligerent party which violates the provisions of the said
Regul ations shall, if the case demands, be liable to pay conpensation It
shal |l be responsible for all acts committed by persons formng part of its
arnmed forces

Art. 4. The present Convention, duly ratified, shall as between the
Contracting Powers, be substituted for the Convention of 29 July 1899,
respecting the laws and custons of war on |and.

The Convention of 1899 remmins in force as between the Powers which signed
it, and which do not also ratify the present Convention

Art. 5. The present Convention shall be ratified as soon as possible.
The ratifications shall be deposited at The Hague.

The first deposit of ratifications shall be recorded in a proc_s-verba
signed by the Representatives of the Powers which take part therein and by
the Netherlands M nister for Foreign Affairs.
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The subsequent deposits of ratifications shall be nade by neans of a
witten notification, addressed to the Netherlands Governnent and
acconpani ed by the instrunent of ratification

A duly certified copy of the proc_s-verbal relative to the first deposit of
ratifications, of the notifications nentioned in the precedi ng paragraph,
as well as of the instrunents of ratification, shall be i mediately sent by
the Net herl ands Governnent, through the diplonmatic channel, to the Powers
invited to the Second Peace Conference, as well as to the other Powers

whi ch have adhered to the Convention. In the cases contenplated in the
precedi ng paragraph the said Governnent shall at the sane tinme informthem
of the date on which it received the notification

Art. 6. Non-Signatory Powers nay adhere to the present Convention

The Power which desires to adhere notifies in witing its intention to the
Net her| ands Governnent, forwarding to it the act of adhesion, which shal
be deposited in the archives of the said Governnent.

This Governnent shall at once transmit to all the other Powers a duly
certified copy of the notification as well as of the act of adhesion
mentioning the date on which it received the notification

Art. 7. The present Convention shall cone into force, in the case of the
Powers which were a party to the first deposit of ratifications, sixty days
after the date of the proc_s-verbal of this deposit, and, in the case of
the Powers which ratify subsequently or which adhere, sixty days after the
notification of their ratification or of their adhesion has been received
by the Netherl ands Governnent.

Art. 8. In the event of one of the Contracting Powers w shing to denounce
the present Convention, the denunciation shall be notified in witing to

t he Net herl ands Governnment, which shall at once conmmunicate a duly
certified copy of the notification to all the other Powers, inform ng them
of the date on which it was received

The denunci ation shall only have effect in regard to the notifying Power,
and one year after the notification has reached the Netherlands Governnent.

Art. 9. Aregister kept by the Netherlands Mnistry for Foreign Affairs
shall give the date of the deposit of ratifications nade in virtue of
Article 5, paragraphs 3 and 4, as well as the date on which the
notifications of adhesion (Article 6, paragraph 2), or of denunciation
(Article 8, paragraph 1) were received.

Each Contracting Power is entitled to have access to this register and to
be supplied with duly certified extracts.

In faith whereof the Plenipotentiaries have appended their signatures to
the present Convention

Done at The Hague 18 Cctober 1907, in a single copy, which shall remain
deposited in the archives of the Netherlands Governnent, and duly certified
copi es of which shall be sent, through the diplomatic channel to the Powers
whi ch have been invited to the Second Peace Conference.

(Here foll ow signatures)

Annex to the Convention

REGULATI ONS RESPECTI NG THE LAWS AND CUSTOMS
OF \WAR (NI | AND
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SECTI ON
ON BELLI GERENTS

CHAPTER |
The Qualifications of Belligerents

Article 1. The laws, rights, and duties of war apply not only to armes,
but also to mlitia and volunteer corps fulfilling the follow ng
condi tions:

To be commanded by a person responsible for his subordinates;

To have a fixed distinctive enblemrecognizable at a di stance;

To carry arns openly; and

To conduct their operations in accordance with the laws and custons
of war.

PR

In countries where militia or volunteer corps constitute the army, or form
part of it, they are included under the denonination "army."

Art. 2. The inhabitants of a territory which has not been occupi ed, who, on
the approach of the eneny, spontaneously take up arns to resist the

i nvadi ng troops w thout having had tinme to organi ze t hensel ves in
accordance with Article 1, shall be regarded as belligerents if they carry
arnms openly and if they respect the laws and custons of war.

Art. 3. The arned forces of the belligerent parties may consist of
conbat ants and non-conbatants. In the case of capture by the eneny, both
have a right to be treated as prisoners of war.

CHAPTER | |
Pri soners of War

Art. 4. Prisoners of war are in the power of the hostile Governnment, but
not of the individuals or corps who capture them

They nmust be humanely treated.

Al'l their personal bel ongi ngs, except arns, horses, and nilitary papers,
remai n their property.

Art. 5. Prisoners of war may be interned in a town, fortress, canp, or
other place, and bound not to go beyond certain fixed limts, but they
cannot be confined except as in indispensable neasure of safety and only
whil e the circunstances which necessitate the neasure continue to exist.

Art. 6. The State may utilize the |abour of prisoners of war according to
their rank and aptitude, officers excepted. The tasks shall not be
excessi ve and shall have no connection with the operations of the war

Prisoners may be authorized to work for the public service, for private
persons, or on their own account.

Wirk done for the State is paid for at the rates in force for work of a
simlar kind done by soldiers of the national arny, or, if there are none
in force, at a rate according to the work executed.

When the work is for other branches of the public service or for private
nercenng t he econditinne aAare cgettled in anreernment with the militarv
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aut horities.

The wages of the prisoners shall go towards inproving their position, and
the bal ance shall be paid themon their release, after deducting the cost
of their maintenance.

Art. 7. The Governnment into whose hands prisoners of war have fallen is
charged with their maintenance

In the absence of a special agreenment between the belligerents, prisoners
of war shall be treated as regards board, |odging, and clothing on the sane
footing as the troops of the Government who captured them

Art. 8. Prisoners of war shall be subject to the laws, regulations, and
orders in force in the arny of the State in whose power they are. Any act
of insubordination justifies the adoption towards them of such neasures of
severity as may be considered necessary.

Escaped prisoners who are retaken before being able to rejoin their own
army or before leaving the territory occupied by the arnmy which captured
themare liable to disciplinary punishment.

Pri soners who, after succeeding in escaping, are again taken prisoners, are
not liable to any puni shnent on account of the previous flight.

Art. 9. Every prisoner of war is bound to give, if he is questioned on the
subj ect, his true nane and rank, and if he infringes this rule, he is
liable to have the advantages given to prisoners of his class curtail ed.

Art. 10. Prisoners of war may be set at liberty on parole if the |aws of
their country allow, and, in such cases, they are bound, on their persona
honour, scrupulously to fulfil, both towards their own Governnent and the
Gover nment by whom they were nmade prisoners, the engagenents they have
contracted

In such cases their own Governnent is bound neither to require of nor
accept fromthem any service inconpatible with the parole given.

Art. 11. A prisoner of war cannot be conpelled to accept his liberty on
parole; sinmilarly the hostile Governnent is not obliged to accede to the
request of the prisoner to be set at liberty on parole.

Art. 12. Prisoners of war liberated on parole and recaptured bearing arns
agai nst the Government to whomthey had pl edged their honour, or against
the allies of that Governnment, forfeit their right to be treated as
prisoners of war, and can be brought before the courts.

Art. 13. Individuals who follow an arny without directly belonging to it,
such as newspaper correspondents and reporters, sutlers and contractors,
who fall into the eneny's hands and whomthe |atter thinks expedient to
detain, are entitled to be treated as prisoners of war, provided they are
in possession of a certificate fromthe mlitary authorities of the arny
whi ch t hey were acconpanyi ng.

Art. 14. An inquiry office for prisoners of war is instituted on the
conmencenent of hostilities in each of the belligerent States, and, when
necessary, in neutral countries which have received belligerents in their
territory. It is the function of this office to reply to all inquiries
about the prisoners. It receives fromthe various services concerned ful
informati on respecting internnments and transfers. rel eases on parol e,
exchanges, escapes, adnmissions into hospital, deaths, as well as other

i nformati on necessary to enable it to nake out and keep up to date an
i ndi vi duual retinirn far each nricnner of war The nffice mict gtate in thig
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return the reginental nunber, name and surnane, age, place of origin, rank
unit, wounds, date and place of capture, internment, woundi ng, and death,
as well as any observations of a special character. The individual return
shall be sent to the Governnent of the other belligerent after the
concl usi on of peace.

It is likewise the function of the inquiry office to receive and coll ect
all objects of personal use, valuables, letters, etc., found on the field
of battle or left by prisoners who have been rel eased on parole, or
exchanged, or who have escaped, or died in hospitals or ambul ances, and to
forward themto those concerned.

Art. 15. Relief societies for prisoners of war, which are properly
constituted in accordance with the laws of their country and with the

obj ect of serving as the channel for charitable effort shall receive from
the belligerents, for thenmselves and their duly accredited agents every
facility for the efficient performance of their humane task within the
bounds inposed by military necessities and adnministrative regul ati ons.
Agents of these societies may be adnmitted to the places of internnent for
the purpose of distributing relief, as also to the halting places of
repatriated prisoners, if furnished with a personal pernit by the military
authorities, and on giving an undertaking in witing to conply with al
measures of order and police which the latter may issue.

Art. 16. Inquiry offices enjoy the privilege of free postage. Letters,
money orders, and val uables, as well as parcels by post, intended for
prisoners of war, or dispatched by them shall be exenmpt fromall posta
duties in the countries of origin and destination, as well as in the
countries they pass through.

Presents and relief in kind for prisoners of war shall be admtted free of
all inmport or other duties, as well as of paynents for carriage by the
State railways.

Art. 17. Oficers taken prisoners shall receive the sane rate of pay as of
officers of corresponding rank in the country where they are detai ned, the
amount to be ultimately refunded by their own Government.

Art. 18. Prisoners of war shall enjoy conplete liberty in the exercise of
their religion, including attendance at the services of whatever church
they may belong to, on the sole condition that they conply with the
measures of order and police issued by the mlitary authorities.

Art. 19. The wills of prisoners of war are received or drawn up in the sane
way as for soldiers of the national arny.

The sane rul es shall be observed regarding death certificates as well as
for the burial of prisoners of war, due regard being paid to their grade
and rank.
Art. 20. After the conclusion of peace, the repatriation of prisoners of
war shall be carried out as quickly as possible.
CHAPTER 1| 1 |

The Sick and Wunded

Art. 21. The obligations of belligerents with regard to the sick and

wounded are governed by the Geneva Convention

SFCTION 1
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HOSTI LI TI ES

CHAPTER |

Means of Injuring the Eneny,
Si eges, and bonbardnents

Art. 22. The right of belligerents to adopt nmeans of injuring the eneny is
not unlimted.

Art. 23. In addition to the prohibitions provided by special Conventions,
it is especially forbidden -

(a) To enploy poison or poisoned weapons;

(b) to kill or wound treacherously individuals belonging to the hostile
nati on or arny;
(c) To kill or wound an eneny who, having |laid down his arms, or having

no | onger neans of defence, has surrendered at discretion

(d) To declare that no quarter will be given

(e) To employ arms, projectiles, or material calculated to cause
unnecessary suffering;

(f) To nake inproper use of a flag of truce, of the national flag or of
the mlitary insignia and uniform of the eneny, as well as the
di stinctive badges of the Geneva Convention

(g) To destroy or seize the eneny's property, unless such destruction or
sei zure be inperatively demanded by the necessities of war;

(h) To declare abolished, suspended, or inadm ssible in a court of |aw
the rights and actions of the nationals of the hostile party. A
belligerent is |likew se forbidden to conpel the nationals of the
hostile party to take part in the operations of war directed agai nst
their own country, even if they were in the belligerent's service
bef ore the comrencenent of the war.

Art. 24. Ruses of war and the enploynment of neasures necessary for
obtai ning i nformati on about the eneny and the country are consi dered
per mi ssi bl e.

Art. 25. The attack or bombardment, by whatever neans, of towns, vill ages,
dwel I'i ngs, or buildings which are undefended is prohibited.

Art. 26. The officer in command of an attacking force nust, before
comrenci ng a bombardnment, except in cases of assault, do all in his power
to warn the authorities.

Art. 27. In sieges and bonbardnments all necessary steps nmust be taken to
spare, as far as possible, buildings dedicated to religion, art, science,

or charitable purposes, historic nonunents, hospitals, and places where the
si ck and wounded are coll ected, provided they are not being used at the
time for mlitary purposes.

It is the duty of the besieged to indicate the presence of such buil di ngs
or places by distinctive and visible signs, which shall be notified to the
eneny bef or ehand.

Art. 28. The pillage of a town or place, even when taken by assault, is

pr ohi bi t ed.

CHAPTER |

Qni pc
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Art. 29. A person can only be considered a spy when, acting clandestinely
or on false pretences, he obtains or endeavours to obtain information in
the zone of operations of a belligerent, with the intention of
communicating it to the hostile party.

Thus, soldiers not wearing a disguise who have penetrated into the zone of
operations of the hostile arny, for the purpose of obtaining information,
are not considered spies. Simlarly, the follow ng are not considered
spies: Soldiers and civilians, carrying out their mssion openly, entrusted
with the delivery of despatches intended either for their own arnmy or for
the eneny's arny. To this class belong |ikew se persons sent in balloons
for the purpose of carrying despatches and, generally, of naintaining
conmuni cations between the different parts of an army or a territory.

Art. 30. A spy taken in the act shall not be punished w thout previous
trial.

Art. 31. A spy who, after rejoining the army to which he belongs, is
subsequently captured by the eneny, is treated as a prisoner of war, and
incurs no responsibility for his previous acts of espionage.
CHAPTER 111

Fl ags of Truce
Art. 32. A person is regarded as a parlenentaire who has been authorized by
one of the belligerents to enter into communication with the other, and who
advances bearing a white flag. He has a right to inviolability, as well as
the trunpeter, bugler or drummer, the flag-bearer and interpreter who nay
acconpany him

Art. 33. The commander to whom a parlenmentaire is sent is not in all cases
obliged to receive him

He may take all the necessary steps to prevent the parlenentaire taking
advantage of his nission to obtain infornation.

In case of abuse, he has the right to detain the parlenentaire tenporarily.
Art. 34. The parlenentaire loses his rights of inviolability if it is
proved in a clear and incontestable manner that he has taken advantage of
his privileged position to provoke or conmit an act of treason

CHAPTER |V

Capi tul ations

Art. 35. Capitul ations agreed upon between the Contracting Parties nust
take into account the rules of military honour

Once settled, they nust be scrupul ously observed by both parties.

CHAPTER V
Arm stices

Art. 36. An arnistice suspends military operations by nutual agreenent

between the belligerent parties. If its duration is not defined, the
hel l i nerent narti e mav reciime nneratinne At anv tinmp  nraovided al wave t hat
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the eneny is warned within the tinme agreed upon, in accordance with the
terns of the arnmistice

Art. 37. An arnistice may be general or local. The first suspends the
mlitary operations of the belligerent States everywhere; the second only
between certain fractions of the belligerent armes and within a fixed

r adi us.

Art. 38. An arnistice nmust be notified officially and in good time to the
competent authorities and to the troops. Hostilities are suspended
i mMmediately after the notification, or on the date fixed.

Art. 39. It rests with the Contracting Parties to settle, in the terns of
the arnistice, what conmmuni cations may be held in the theatre of war with
the inhabitants and between the inhabitants of one belligerent State and

those of the other.

Art. 40. Any serious violation of the arm stice by one of the parties gives
the other party the right of denouncing it, and even, in cases of urgency,
of recommencing hostilities i mediately.

Art. 41. A violation of the terms of the arm stice by private persons
acting on their own initiative only entitles the injured party to denand
the puni shnent of the offenders or, if necessary, conpensation for the

| osses sustai ned.

SECTION | I']

M LI TARY AUTHORI TY OVER THE TERRI TORY
OF THE HOSTI LE STATE

Art. 42. Territory is considered occupied when it is actually placed under
the authority of the hostile arny.

The occupation extends only to the territory where such authority has been
establ i shed and can be exerci sed.

Art. 43. The authority of the legitimte power having in fact passed into
the hands of the occupant, the latter shall take all the measures in his
power to restore, and ensure, as far as possible, public order and safety,
whi | e respecting, unless absolutely prevented, the laws in force in the
country.

Art. 44. A belligerent is forbidden to force the inhabitants of territory
occupied by it to furnish informati on about the arny of the other
bel ligerent, or about its neans of defense.

Art. 45. It is forbidden to conpel the inhabitants of occupied territory to
swear allegiance to the hostile Power.

Art. 46. Family honour and rights, the lives of persons, and private
property, as well as religious convictions and practice, nust be respected.

Private property cannot be confi scat ed.
Art. 47. Pillage is formally forbidden

Art. 48. If, in the territory occupied, the occupant collects the taxes,
dues, and tolls inposed for the benefit of the State, he shall do so, as
far as is possible, in accordance with the rules of assessment and

incidence in force, and shall in consequence be bound to defray the
Aaxnencecs nf the adm nictration of the oncciinied territorv to the canmp ext ent
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as the legitinmte Governnent was so bound.

Art. 49. If, in addition to the taxes nmentioned in the above article, the
occupant | evies other noney contributions in the occupied territory, this
shall only be for the needs of the arny or of the adnministration of the
territory in question.

Art. 50. No general penalty, pecuniary or otherw se, shall be inflicted
upon t he popul ati on on account of the acts of individuals for which they
cannot be regarded as jointly and severally responsible.

Art. 51. No contribution shall be collected except under a witten order
and on the responsibility of a conmmander-i n-chi ef.

The collection of the said contribution shall only be effected as far as
possi ble in accordance with the rules of assessnment and incidence of the
taxes in force.

For every contribution a receipt shall be given to the contributors.

Art. 52. Requisitions in kind and services shall not be demanded from

muni ci palities or inhabitants except for the needs of the army of
occupation. They shall be in proportion to the resources of the country,
and of such a nature as not to involve the inhabitants in the obligation of
taking part in military operations against their own country.

Such requisitions and services shall only be demanded on the authority of
the conmander in the locality occupied.

Contributions in kind shall as far as possible be paid for in cash; if not,
a receipt shall be given and the paynment of the amount due shall be nmade as
soon as possi bl e.

Art. 53. An arny of occupation can only take possession of cash, funds, and
realizable securities which are strictly the property of the State, depots
of arns, neans of transport, stores and supplies, and, generally, al
nmovabl e property belonging to the State which nmay be used for nmlitary
operati ons.

Al'l appliances, whether on land, at sea, or in the air, adapted for the
transm ssion of news, or for the transport of persons or things, exclusive
of cases governed by naval |aw, depots of arns, and, generally, all Kkinds
of munitions of war, nmay be seized, even if they belong to private

i ndi vi dual s, but nust be restored and conpensation fixed when peace is
made.

Art. 54. Submarine cables connecting an occupied territory with a neutra
territory shall not be seized or destroyed except in the case of absolute
necessity. They nust |ikew se be restored and conpensation fixed when peace
i s made.

Art. 55. The occupying State shall be regarded only as adm ni strator and
usufructuary of public buildings, real estate, forests, and agricultura
estates belonging to the hostile State, and situated in the occupied
country. It nust safeguard the capital of these properties, and adm nister
themin accordance with the rules of usufruct.

Art. 56. The property of municipalities, that of institutions dedicated to
religion, charity and education, the arts and sciences, even when State
property, shall be treated as private property.

Al'l seizure of, destruction or wilful danage done to institutions of this
char act er hi ot ari e mniinment < wnrke nf art and <ecience i< forhidden and
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shoul d be nade the subject of |egal proceedings.



