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	Glossary term
	Definition

	accountable talk 
	Students draw on (taught) interaction strategies to build on each other’s ideas and participate in respectful and thoughtful dialogue (typically in relation to a text or task) in small groups. Expectations include the use of academic vocabulary and the promotion of higher order thinking (e.g. analysis of information, evaluation of ideas, justification of arguments, supporting points with evidence). 

	action verb 
	A verb or verb group expressing a material Process of doing or happening. 

	adverb or adverb group
	A grammatical form that has a number of functions. One of the main functions is to modify a verb (he ran fast, it flowed very smoothly).

	affordances
	The particular properties of an object that provide possibilities for its use.

	Appraisal system 
	The ways in which we use language to express feelings and opinions, to engage with other voices and perspectives, and to adjust the strength of our utterances.

	Attitude 
	Using language to share feelings, express evaluations, and judge human behaviour.

	attribution 
	The introduction of other perspectives into a text by explicitly referring to what others say or think about the topic.

	auxiliary verbs  
	Parts of the verb group that modify the main verb in a range of ways such as tense (e.g. she was eating) and modality (she might leave).

	brainstorming 
	Encourages students to make links between their previous learning and new information, for example, by listing features of a character or what they know about a topic.

	bundling or categorising information 
	Activities that require students to group or categorise information (images, sentences or parts of sentences, words, or even whole texts). 

	causal explanation 
	Explains a phenomenon in terms of a time sequence that includes an element of cause and effect.

	Circumstance 
	The details surrounding an activity—Where? When? How? Why? and so on.

	Classifier
	That part of the noun group that answers the question ‘What type?’, expressed through such grammatical forms as adjectives (an electric train), nouns (the weather forecast), or verbs (the dining room).

	clause 
	In terms of its grammatical form, a clause can be described as a group of words containing a verb. In terms of its meaning, however, one way of thinking about a clause is that it represents a slice of experience involving a Process, Participant/s in that Process, and any Circumstances surrounding the Process.

	close reading 
	Teacher-led activity designed to foster deep, precise understanding of a text and its patterns or details. Close reading usually focuses on previous introduced skills and strategies and involves different layers of engagement.

	cloze exercise 
	A variation on traditional cloze exercises in that the teacher selects the particular language feature under focus to be deleted. For example, for a class studying procedures in an instructional text, it would be appropriate to delete the action processes occurring at the beginning of the commands. Students must then infer the missing verb from either their own knowledge or a list.

	[bookmark: _GoBack]cohesion
	The ways in which language features are used to make links between items in a text.

	cohesive devices 
	Language features that create cohesion in a text.

	collaborative writing 
	Students work together to construct a text, to provide feedback to each other such as they respond to the meanings of the text, or to edit according to the language focus of the task.

	complex sentence 
	A sentence consisting of an independent clause and at least one dependent clause. An independent clause is sometimes called a main clause or principal clause.

	compound sentence 
	A sentence consisting of two or more independent clauses joined by a coordinating conjunction.

	consequential explanation 
	Explains a phenomenon that involves an input and the consequences of that input.

	context of culture
	The broad cultural context within which we use language in ways that reflect the discourse communities we engage in—in our case, the discourse community of schooling.

	context of situation
	A specific situation within a culture that gives rise to a particular register.

	coordinating conjunction 
	Words such as and, but, so, yet, or, and for that link two or more independent clauses.

	coupling 
	The patterned use of more than one semiotic mode or resource to represent particular ideas or concepts; for example, meanings made in language are depicted in image and/or the use of colour. 

	cyclical explanation 
	Explains a phenomenon that involves a cycle of events.

	dependent clause 
	A clause that depends on another clause for its meaning. Sometimes called a subordinate clause.

	Describer
	That part of the noun group that answers the question ‘What like?’, expressed through the grammatical form of adjectives (red, beautiful) and sometimes verbs (the wrecked car, a bellowing bull).

	design portfolio 
	A compilation of tasks contributing to the production of an object, service or performance.

	designed-in scaffolding
	The support consciously planned by teachers that takes into account students’ prior knowledge and experience, the selection and sequencing of tasks, a range of student groupings, use of a focus text, use of multiple information systems such as image, colour, sound, etc., and metalinguistic and metacognitive awareness. Importantly, designed-in scaffolding provides the environment for interactional scaffolding. 

	ellipsis 
	Cohesion can be created by leaving words out, forcing the reader to retrieve the meaning from the surrounding text. 

	embedded clause 
	A clause that is embedded inside a noun group (e.g. ‘most of the camp rubbish that Andy threw away’). These are sometimes referred to as relative clauses or adjectival clauses.

	embedded genres 
	Genres appearing as stages within a text. For example, an explanation of a lifecycle may appear as a stage in a descriptive report on a particular animal.

	Engagement 
	Using language to engage with other voices or with alternative perspectives and possibilities.

	existing verb 
	A verb or verb group expressing a process of simply existing, usually preceded by ‘there’ (e.g. there is a hole in the bucket). 

	Experiential 
	Language for representing our experience of the world: the Processes, the Participants in those processes and the surrounding Circumstances (sometimes referred to as the ‘ideational’ function of language).

	experiment report 
	Experiment/prac/lab reports describe and analyse an experiment (generally carried out in a laboratory)

	extended reference 
	When a word such as this or that or it refers back to a whole stretch of text. 

	factorial explanation 
	Explains a phenomenon in terms of the factors that contribute towards a particular outcome.

	fair test 
	An experiment where the variables are carefully controlled.

	field 
	The subject matter or topic being developed in a particular situation.

	floorstorming
	An activity in which students respond to visual stimuli such as a montage of images related to the focus topic. 

	genres 
	The ways in which we achieve our social purposes through language. 

	genres for arguing 
	Genres used to argue a case, discuss an issue, or challenge a position (e.g. expositions, discussions, challenges).

	genres for entertaining
	Genres used to entertain and reflect on life through the telling of stories (e.g. narratives, anecdotes, fables, and creative responses).

	genres for explaining
	Genres used to explain a phenomenon (e.g. sequential, causal, cyclical, factorial, and consequential explanations).

	genres for describing
	Genres used to observe and describe the world (e.g. descriptive, classifying, compositional, comparative, and historical reports).

	genres for instructing
	Genres used to tell someone how to do something (e.g. simple procedures, directions, conditional procedures and protocols).

	genres for recounting
	Genres used to tell what happened (e.g. recounts of personal experience, factual recounts, biographies, autobiographies, memoirs, literary recounts, historical recounts and accounts).

	genres for responding  
	Genres used to respond to a work such as a literary text (e.g. personal responses, reviews, analyses, interpretation, critical responses).

	genres for inquiring
	Genres associated with extended tasks requiring students to observe, hypothesise, ask questions, conduct procedures, report on results etc. Because the tasks tend to have multiple purposes, the texts are often macrogenres; that is, comprise more than one genre.

	Graduation 
	Using language to adjust the strength and focus of our utterances.

	guided reading
	Teacher works with a group of students with similar needs and proficiency in order to extend their reading skills. Texts are carefully selected in order to focus on particular strategies related to the topic at hand. 

	guided writing 
	Teacher works with a small group of students with similar needs on a specific aspect of writing.

	Ideational function 
	 Language resources for representing our experience of the world (‘What’s happening?’, ‘Who/what’s involved?’, ‘How? When? Where? Why?’) and connecting ideas. 

	independent clause
	A clause that is not dependent on another clause for its meaning. Sometimes called a main or principal clause.

	infographics  
	Hybrid texts that combine image and language to convey information (usually factual) quickly and succinctly. Examples of infographics include transport maps, site plans, and graphs that summarise data.

	information transfer 
	Students transfer information from one source or mode to another; for example, from written to spoken language; from image to spoken language, or from written language to image.

	interactional scaffolding 
	Support provided by teachers to students in dialogue. It includes such strategies as recasting, recapping, making links to prior experience, and pointing forward. Interactional scaffolding is crucial to students’ cognitive and linguistic development.

	Interpersonal function 
	Language resources for creating interpersonal meanings (interacting with others, expressing feelings, taking a stance, making judgements, etc.).

	investigation report 
	A report describing an investigation into a given topic.

	jigsaw activities  
	Activities in which students are organised into groups and provided with information on a particular aspect of a topic. They become experts in that particular aspect, then form different groups comprising experts from each aspect to build common understandings of the topic.

	jumbled text
	Stages and phases of an example of the target genre are cut and mixed up, which students must reassemble using their knowledge of the stages of the genre. They can also be asked to label the stages and phases using functional labels and to discuss the function and sequence of the stages.

	lexical cohesion  
	Cohesion between content words through word associations such as repetition, synonyms, antonyms, collocation and word patterns (class-subclass, part-whole).

	macrogenre 
	Texts comprising a number of elemental, shorter genres that are organised and related in particular ways. Macrogenres are commonly found in textbooks and on websites. 

	medium (or media)
	The channel or technology through which communication is ‘transmitted’ (e.g. print, screen, face-to-face oral interaction).

	metalanguage 
	A shared language for talking about language.

	modality 
	Language resources for expressing the degree of commitment, ranging from low (maybe, might) to high (must, should).

	mode 
	Language (spoken and written) and other meaning-making resources such as image, sound, and gesture together with the medium or channel of communication (oral, print, screen).

	mode continuum
	A way of thinking about texts in terms of whether they have more ‘spoken’ language features or more ‘written’ ones. 

	modelled reading  
	Teacher reads aloud, modelling the strategies a skilled reader uses to make sense of text by using a ‘think-aloud’ approach.

	modelled writing 
	Teacher-led activity in which the teacher ‘thinks aloud’ as they write a text similar to that which the students are tasked with writing. The purpose of modelled writing is to demonstrate the choices made by mature writers.

	Mood system 
	The grammatical resources for making statements, asking questions, giving commands, and making offers.

	nominalisation 
	A process in which an idea or event (represented by a clause or clauses) is downgraded to a ‘thing’ (represented by a noun group). It is a language resource for creating more compact text, and is often a feature of academic and bureaucratic texts.

	non-finite clause 
	A dependent clause that has no subject and is not marked for tense (e.g. Crossing the road, she was struck by a car.).

	noun group 
	A word or group of words consisting of a head noun plus modifying words that can come before or after the head noun.

	paragraph opener 
	Sometimes known as a topic sentence; occurs at the start of a paragraph and indicates its main idea. This idea is usually elaborated in various ways in the remainder of the paragraph. There is generally a close relationship to the text opener.

	Participant 
	People, animals, objects, and abstract things that participate in Processes.

	passive voice  
	A structure in which the subject of the verb is the recipient of the action (e.g. the thief was caught by the police), as opposed to the active voice, in which the subject of the verb is the source of the action (e.g. the police caught the thief).

	past simple tense 
	Used to talk about actions and states that we see as completed in the past.

	Pointer
	That part of the noun group that answers the question ‘Which?’, expressed through the grammatical form of determiners such as articles (a, an, the), demonstratives (this, that, these, those), and possessives (his, her, their, my, Ben’s).

	problem-solution report 
	A report identifying a problem and proposing an effective solution.

	procedures 
	Texts that enable people to do or make something, such as recipes and craft activities. A procedure typically comprises stages such as a goal or outcome, a list of materials and equipment, and a series of steps.

	Process 
	A doing, happening or state. An activity (e.g. physical, abstract, mental or saying) or state.

	protolanguage 
	A young child’s first idiosyncratic language where sound, gesture, and intonation develop as a way of means of communicating with caregivers and others around them before real words and sentences appear.

	Quantifier
	That part of the noun group that answers the question ‘How much?’ or ‘How many?’, typically expressed through numerals (number words).

	read-alouds
	Teacher reads to the students for enjoyment and interest or to support students’ understanding through questioning, comments and variations in pitch, tone, pace, volume, pausing.

	recount 
	A text with the purpose of telling what happened.

	reference 
	The use of language resources to make a text cohesive by referring back (or forward) to something or someone mentioned elsewhere in the text. 

	register 
	A combination of the field, tenor, and mode in a particular situation.

	relating verb  
	A verb or verb group expressing a process of creating a relationship between two pieces of information (e.g. between a thing being described and its description).

	Rheme 
	The part of a clause that generally follows the Theme (‘sentence opener’) and introduces new information.

	saying verb 
	A verb or verb group expressing a Process of saying (e.g. reporting or quoting).

	scaffolding 
	Support provided to learners from a more experienced other in order to achieve outcomes that they would otherwise not be able to achieve on their own.

	scanning 
	Reader looks through the text for particular pieces of information, paying close attention to sections. To do this, knowledge of the stages and phases of the genre is particularly useful.

	semiotic resources 
	Resources that make meaning (e.g. spoken language, written language, images, icons, symbols, numbers, colour) 

	sensing verb 
	A verb or verb group expressing an inner mental process of feeling, thinking, or perceiving (seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, touching). 

	sentence opener 
	The starting point that gives prominence to the message, focusing attention on how the topic is being developed and enabling the reader to predict how the text will unfold.

	sequential explanation 
	Typically uses a linear sequence to explain how something works.

	shared writing/joint construction 
	Teacher leads the shared writing of a text, demonstrating the shaping of a written-like text as they encourage and scaffold the students’ spoken contributions.

	simple sentence 
	A sentence that consists of a single independent clause.

	skim-reading 
	Designed for quickly gaining general information about a whole text. The reader skims over the surface to get a general sense of the content or its main points.

	Socratic seminar
	Seated in a circle and guided by a facilitator, students engage in structured discussions around a text or concept, promoting critical thinking and deep understanding of complex ideas, building skills in attentive listening, reflecting on diverse perspectives, and actively participating.

	speech function 
	A variety of language resources for interacting; they include resources for seeking information (questions), providing information (statements), asking someone to do or provide something (commands) and offering or giving something (offers).

	subject and object pronouns 
	subject pronouns come before the verb (we like chocolate) while object pronouns come after the verb (chocolate doesn’t like us) or a preposition (for us, to me, behind him).

	subordinating conjunction 
	Joins a dependent clause to an independent clause (e.g. when, because, unless, although).

	substitution 
	cohesion can be created by substituting an all-purpose, general word such as do, one, some or so for a word met previously. 

	system explanation 
	Explains how a system works in terms of the relationships between its parts.

	teaching-learning cycle
	A framework for planning and teaching language and literacy in different curriculum fields. 

	tenor 
	The roles and relationships being enacted in a particular situation.

	text connective 
	A word or phrase that signals a connection between sentences and paragraphs or sections of text by clarifying, showing cause or result, indicating time, sequencing ideas, adding information, or expressing condition or concession.

	text opener 
	Provides an overview of the text, guiding the reader by signalling its organisation and often the main themes or ideas. There is usually a relationship with paragraph openers in the remainder of the text.

	Textual function 
	Language resources for shaping texts that are coherent and cohesive.

	Theme
	The first part of the clause that signals how the topic is being developed.

	Thing
	That part of the noun group that answers the question ‘Who or what?’, typically expressed through the grammatical form of common nouns (house, dog), proper nouns (Mrs Brown, Green Park), or personal pronouns (she, it).

	think-pair-share 
	A strategy designed to foster student talk. Students are given a short period of time to marshal their thoughts individually before working with another on a task, then the results are shared with another pair of students. Pair-share is a variation in which students work in pairs initially to talk through a problem before sharing with a larger group.

	timeless present tense 
	A tense that is typically used to express general truths (The flammability of materials varies). 

	turn-and-talk
	To check students’ understanding, the teacher asks an open-ended question, giving pairs of students the opportunity to have a quick discussion. 

	vector 
	Connects one element in an image with another element through the use of a line (often imaginary) or arrow, pointed finger, or extended arm.

	verb group 
	A word or group of words expressing a Process meaning. 

	visual metalanguage  
	An explicit, shared language for talking about the meanings of image, for example placement, salience, viewing angle, and composition.

	work
	The term ‘work’ can be extended beyond literary texts, artworks and performances to include more concrete entities such as architectural works, furniture, recreational spaces, and so on. 
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