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Children’s books in text
Chapter 1
Skills to negotiate transitions happily. 
Children’s books like Owen and Wemberly Worried (both by Kevin Henkes) feature mice characters who have worries about starting school. 
Sparkers p. 85
· Begin by reading the story Mirror, by Jeannie Baker (suitable for ages 3–6) (see Figure 4.6) or Same, Same, But Different by Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw (suitable for ages 6–7). These stories are based on children comparing home lives across diverse countries and cultures. Lead a discussion about social practices in children’s homes by comparing and contrasting their situation with those pictured in the book. Use this as the basis for sociodramatic play on themes that relate to home life such as morning rituals as the family gets ready for school or work, a family outing, or family celebrations. 
· Begin by viewing the painting One of the Family by Frederick George Cotman (1880) which can be found online. This painting is of a family meal-time and includes the horse being given a snack through the open door. It is from another time and place and is rich in details that provide insight into the family group and how they lived. Children can analyse these features and then compare and contrast to their own meal-times. Representations of family meal-times can be developed by each child in painting, sculpture or drama activities. 
· The children’s book Family by Auntie Fay Stewart-Muir and Sue Lawson that’s illustrated by Jasmine Seymour (ages 3–7) shares First Nations Australians’ ways of thinking about family. Another children’s book Love Makes a Family by Sophie Beer (ages 2–5) shows diverse ways in which family is constituted. Either of these books are catalysts for exploring the theme of family. Children could then explore their own family relationships by taking portrait photographs of each member of their family. Depending on the age of the children, they can consider how to organise these photographs (with names) in ways that represents the family connections – such as a branching tree-like structure, concentric circles, or spokes around the child. The relationship (mother, uncle) can be added and the explorations of relationships extended by also adding words that describe the way each person is important in the child’s life.

Chapter 4
Children’s books such as Jeannie Baker’s Belonging tells a story in pictures of urban renewal and how residents create a sense of community in an alienating city street as they plant trees and bushes and paint murals. 


Chapter 7

Use books such as How Can You Dance by Rick Walton and Anan Lopez-Escriva (suitable for ages 2+) to lead children through an engaging movement exploration. 

· Introducing variations through the elements of dance – create movement explorations where new ‘twists’ are introduced to expand the possibilities of the movement. For example, a reading of Cat Jumped In! by Tess Weaver and Emily Arnold McCully provides the basis for children to create a cat movement. 
· Using stories, poems and songs as starters – when selecting text (stories, poems, songs) to provide the inspiration for a choreography learning experience, choose ones that have characteristics such as a strong sense of action, vivid character depiction, imagery or rhythm. Examples include the storybook; My Cat Likes to Hide in Boxes by Eve Sutton and Lynley Dodd. Each cat is a character that does something: The cat from Spain flies an aeroplane. The text has rhythm and rhyme, and the story is cumulative, so it lends itself to an extended dance through repetition. 
· Books and stories – children’s books with rich imagery such as There’s a Flower at the Tip of my Nose Smelling Me by Alice Walker and Stefano Vitale, The Barn Owls by Tony Johnston and Deborah Kogan Ray and My Life with the Wave by Catherine Cowan and Mark Buehner also offer ways for children to imaginatively visualise the world and create movements. 
Chapter 8
As children’s play on this theme continues, you might add some lengths of velvet cloth and ‘jewels’ to the dress-up box or organise a session where children can make crowns from lightweight card. 
Later, for story-time, you select a relevant story to read such as A Gift for the King: A Persian Tale by Christopher Manson that retells a folktale about King Artaxerxes. This story, which provides an insight into Ancient Persia and the role of a king, as well as conveying a message about enjoying the simple things in life, provides more material for children to explore in their dramatic play. 
· For example, when children are playing space travel games, read them Astronaut Handbook by Meghan McCarthy. 
· A simple and adaptable strategy is to cast yourself in the role of a TV talk show host and children in the role of characters from storybooks or history or recent events they have experienced, such as a visit to the zoo (Flynn, 2012). For example, in the video https:// vimeo.com/46644630, children, as characters in the book The Polar Bear Son, an Inuit story retold by Lydia Dabcovich, are interviewed by the talk show host (their teacher). 
Aboriginal Dreamtime stories and children’s books by First Nation Australian authors include: 
· My Home Broome by Tamzyne Richardson and Bronwyn Houston (suitable for ages 6+) 
· Dingo Tree by Gladys Milroy and Jim Milroy (suitable for ages 6+) 
· How the Birds Got Their Colours by Pamela Lofts and Mary Albert (suitable for ages 4–7) 
· Kakadu Calling by Jane Christophersen (suitable for ages 5–9). 
Children’s books about the natural world (science) include: 
· Bright Sky Starry City by Uma Krishnaswami and illustrated by Aimée Sicuro (suitable for ages 4–7) 
· Don’t Let a Spoonbill in the Kitchen by Narelle Oliver (suitable for ages 4–7) 
· Sand Swimmers by award-winning Australian author and illustrator, Narelle Oliver (suitable for ages 7–9) 
· Fox and Fine Feathers by Narelle Oliver (suitable for ages 6–7) 
· Home by Narelle Oliver (suitable for ages 6–7) 
· Leaf Litter: Exploring the Mysteries of a Hidden World by award-winning Australian author and illustrator, Rachel Tonkin (suitable for ages 6+) 
· Circle by award-winning Australian author and illustrator, Jeannie Baker (suitable for ages 6+). 
Children’s books about history include: 
· To the Goldfields by Rachel Tonkin (suitable for ages 6+) 
· Papunya School Book of Country and History by the award-winning staff and students at Papunya School with Nadia Wheatley and Ken Searle (suitable for ages 8+) 
· Meet... Ned Kelly by Janeen Brian and Matt Adams (suitable for ages 5+) 
· Meet... Nancy Bird Walton by Grace Atwood and Harry Slaghekke (suitable for ages 4–8) 
· Meet... Banjo Patterson by Kristin Weidenbach and James Gulliver Hancock (suitable for ages 3–5) 
· Meet... Douglas Mawson by Mike Dumbleton and Snip Green (suitable for ages 5–8) 
· Tom the Outback Mailman by award-winning authors Kristin Weidenbach and Timothy 
Ide. (suitable for ages 5–9). 
There are many excellent children’s books, and the following represent a small selection that lend themselves to story drama: 
· Design a Pram by Anne Fine and Philippe Dupasquier involves the interactions between characters (suitable for ages 5–8). 
· Fox by Margaret Wild and Ron Brooks is a fable on trust, loyalty and friendship (suitable for ages 6+). 
· I Love Me by Sally Morgan and Ambelin Kwaymullina is a First Nations Australian story that explores being special in your own way (suitable for ages 2–4). 
· Is There Really a Human Race? by Jamie Lee Curtis and Laura Cornell explores the important things in life (suitable for ages 4–8). 
· Quest by Aaron Becker is a wordless book that draws children into a quest adventure (suitable ages 4–8). 
· The Empty Pot by Demi is set in China and explores the theme of honesty (suitable for ages 4–7). 
· The Hero of Little Street by Gregory Rogers is a wordless story that invites children to consider what they might find if they stepped into the scene in a painting in an art gallery (suitable for ages 4–8). 
· The Killer Cat Runs Away by Anne Fine is an unfolding adventure that children can extend (suitable for ages 2–5). 
· The Quiltmaker’s Gift by Jeff Brumbeau and Gail de Marcken explores the theme of generosity (suitable for ages 4–8). 
· Where the Wild Things are by Maurice Sendak explores self-regulation (suitable for ages 3–5). Refer to the Pause and reflect box in Chapter 3 (page 66) 
· Would You Rather by John Burningham is a fun book that involves children in making choices (suitable for ages 5+). 
· Would You Rather by John Burningham invites children to explore options, such as ‘Would you rather drink snail squash or eat mashed worms? ’Children can explore the merits of these options through improvisation. 
· The Hero of Little Street by Gregory Rogers introduces the idea of stepping into a painting and hence into another world. Based on this concept, introduce different paintings at different times for children to jump into and improvise. 
Graphic novels 
There are graphic novels for young children that can be used to introduce this longer form of visual narrative. These include: 
· The Adventures of Polo by Régis Faller (suitable for ages 4–7) 
· Aeroplane Adventure by Cari Meister and Marilyn Janovitz (suitable for ages 4–7) 
· You Can’t Take a Balloon into the Museum of Fine Arts by Jacqueline Preiss Weitzman and Robin Preiss Glasser (suitable for ages 4–7) 
· Bake Sale by Sara Varon (suitable for ages 8–10) 
· Ancient Egypt: Tales of Gods and Pharaohs by Marcia Williams (suitable for ages 8–10). 

Chapter 10
Reading aloud the children’s book Peace at Last by Jill Murphy, which highlights the sounds in the environment that are often overlooked, is a good precursor to an activity where children explore their own sound environment. 
With preschoolers, extend their explorations through children’s stories that include onomatopoeia – where the sound of the word mimics the sound of the object or action. One story example is We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen and Helen Oxenbury, where the song lyrics refer to the swishy swashy sound of the grass, the splash splosh of the river and so on. Another example is Snow Sounds: An Onomatopoeic Story by David A. Johnson, with words such as crinkle, hush, swoosh, slush, and smoosh. Children actively participate in the storytelling by finding ways of bringing these sounds to life using everyday materials and objects in a purposeful way. 
· Noisy Poems by Jill Bennett (Ed.) and Nick Sharratt (suitable for ages 2–8) 
· Peace at Last by Jill Murphy (suitable for ages 3–5) 
· Snow Sounds: An Onomatopoeic Story by David A. Johnson (suitable for ages 3–7) 
· The Bear and the Piano by David Litchfield (suitable for age 5+) 
· We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen and Helen Oxenbury (suitable for ages 1–5). 
· Chicka, Chicka, Boom, Boom by Bill Martin, John Archambauly and Lois Ehlert (suitable for ages 2–8) 
· Farmyard Beat by Lindsey Craig and Marc Brown (suitable for ages 2–5) 
· I Know a Shy Fellow Who Swallowed a Cello by Barbara Garriel and John O’Brien (suitable for ages 4–6) 
· Max Found Two Sticks by Brian Pinkney (suitable for ages 4–8) 
· Never Play Music Right Next to the Zoo by John Lithgow (suitable for ages 2–6) 
· To Be a Drum by Evelyn Coleman and Aminah Brenda Lynn Robinson (suitable for ages 5+) 
· Train Song by Diane Siebert and Michael Wimmer (suitable for ages 4–8) 
· The Jazz Fly by Matthew Gollub and Karen Hanke (suitable for ages 4–8) 
· Initiate teaching the traditional lullaby All the Pretty Little Horses by reading to children the beautifully illustrated storybook, All the Pretty Little Horses: A Traditional Lullaby by Linda Saport. 
Chapter 11
· Reinforcing drawing storytelling: Introduce children’s books that link storytelling and drawing. The Pencil by Allan Ahlberg and Bruce Ingman is an excellent example. 
· Create shared or group drawing opportunities: 
· For a project on pattern, introduce children to the Indian tradition of Rangoli. Hand out 
large square sheets of drawing paper where you have drawn a dot in the middle. In pairs children work with crayons to develop it into a Rangoli by taking turns to add a decorative ring of pattern. 
· For a baking theme related to the books A Cake All for Me by Karen Beil and Paul Meisel (suitable for age 5–7), or Nadiya’s Bake Me a Story by Nadiya Hussain and Clair Rossiter (suitable for ages 4–8), children draw decorated cakes on plates or cake stands and cut these out. After discussion about how to display the cakes, the teacher potentially draws a table with a tablecloth on a large piece of paper. Children then glue on their cakes to create a group mural of cakes on the table. 
· Create design challenges: 
· Design a machine that would do a chore that you don’t like doing. 
· Design a maze. A theme of mazes/labyrinths can be explored with books such as The Secret Path (a Tale from Percy’s Park) by Nick Butterworth (suitable for ages 4–7) and non-fiction texts including Mind-boggling Mazes and Loopy Labyrinths by Klaus Eid. 
· Vincent’s Colours by Vincent van Gogh and The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
· Katie and the Starry Night by James Mayhew 
· Camille and the Sunflowers:
A Story about Vincent van Gogh by Laurence Anholt 
· Vincent van Gogh and the Colors of the Wind by Chiara Lossani and Octavia Monaco 
· A Tiger in France by Lu Sylvan 
· Twenty-Four Henri Rousseau’s Paintings (Collection) for Kids by Stanley Cesar 
· Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland: With Artwork by Yayoi Kusama by Lewis Carroll with paintings by Yayoi Kusama 
By incorporating stories about colour into the learning process, children’s understandings and imaginations are expanded. There are a number of children’s storybooks that explore colour including these delightful examples: 
· Little Blue and Little Yellow by Leo Lionni 
· White Rabbit’s Colour Book by Alan Baker 
· Mouse Paint by Ellen Stoll Walsh 
· Red, Yellow, Blue (and a Dash of White, Too!) by Charles George Esperanza 
· Vincent’s Colours by Vincent van Gogh and the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
· Colour Dance by Ann Jonas. 
There are books where the stories are beautifully illustrated with painterly images that can inspire children about the possibilities of colour and paint. Some excellent examples include: 
· Lon Po Po: A Red Riding Hood Tale from China by Ed Young 
· Ziba Came on a Boat written by Liz Lofthouse and illustrated by Robert Ingpen 
· Joshua and the Two Crabs by Joshua Button 
· Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears: A West African Tale written by Verna Aardema and illustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon 
· Jimmy and Pat Meet the Queen written by Pat Lowe and illustrated by Jimmy Pike 
· The Ship That Sailed to Mars by William Timlin 
· The Magic Flute adapted and illustrated by Emanuele Luzzati 
· Outside Over There by Maurice Sendak 
· Flotsam by David Wiesner 
· One Word, written by Jim Averbeck, illustrated by Yasmeen Ismail 
· Sonya’s Chickens by Phoebe Wahl 
· Beastly Verse by JooHee Yoon 
· House Held Up by Trees written by Ted Kooser and illustrated by Jon Klassen 
· The Little Gardener by Emily Hughes. 
Other imaginative stories about great artists include: 
· The Noisy Paint Box: The Colours and Sounds of Kandinsky’s Abstract Art by Barb Rosenstock and Mary Grand Pre 
· Henri’s Scissors by Jeanette Winter 
· Henri Matisse: Drawing with Scissors (Smart about Art) by Jane O’Connor and Jessie Hartland 
· Action Jackson by Jan Greenberg, Sandra Jordan and Robert Andrew Parker 
· My Name is Georgia by Jeanette Winter. 
Books that imaginatively describe the motivations and activities of potters and sculptors support children’s learning. Examples include: 
· Sandy’s Circus: A Story about Alexander Calder by Tanya Lee Stone and Boris Kulikov 
· Uncle Andy’s: A Faabbbulous Visit with Andy Warhol by James Warhola 
· Dave the Potter by Laban Carrick Hill and Bryan Collier. 
· You can introduce this imaginative approach to the class by reading Katie Meets the Impressionists by James Mayhew (2007). In this story, Katie lands in the painting The Luncheon by the impressionist artist Claude Monet. The story models the imaginative exploration of the painting you are inviting children to undertake. 
Chapter 12
Drama Foundation to 2
Explore fictional characters in role using children’s literature as a provocation. Select stories that have characters with a desire, intent or problem to be addressed. For example, John Brown, Rose and the Midnight Cat by Jenny Wagner, The Magic Fish (traditional tale), Tikki Tikki Tembo by Arlene Mosel, and any of Aesop’s Fables. 
Use Australian First Nations’ stories such as My Home Broome by Tamzyne and Bronwyn Houston and Dingo Tree by Gladys Milroy and Jim Milroy to explore the natural world. 


Visual Artworks
Mother and child paintings by artists from different times and diverse cultures (see Chapter 1, Figures 1.2, 1.3 and 1.4)
Chapter 4
In Australia, there is a rich history of artworks that depict a diversity of landscapes and reflect different relationships to the natural world. The contemporary British land artist, Andy Goldsworthy, invites us to think about our natural environment as a canvas by carefully arranging natural elements in a particular site. Other artists such as John Dahlsen (see Figure 4.7), Chris Jordan, John Sabraw, Tim Gaudreau and Rosalie Gascoigne work with found objects and garbage in ways that raise our awareness of environmental issues, degradation, pollution, recycling, and sustainability. 
Chapter 5 Figures 5.7 and 5.8
Goldfish by Matisse (1912) and Things on an Iron Tray on the Floor by Cossington Smith (circa 1928). 
Chapter 7 Dance stimulus
· Composition 16 by Jackson Pollock 
· Stormy Sea by Emil Nolde 
· The Smile of Flamboyant Wings by Joan Miró 
· Composition VII by Wassily Kandinsky 
· Prismes électriques by Sonia Delaunay 
· Les commentaires by Jean Debuffet. 
Chapter 8
Process-drama can be based on a current curriculum topic, a recent excursion or an event. While a pre-text is not always required, the following are examples of pre-text resources that invite children into engaging learning. 
Paintings include: 
· Tom Roberts, Shearing the Rams, Coming South and Bailed Up 
· E. Phillips Fox, Landing at Botany Bay
· Norman Rockwell, Freedom from Want 
· Jacques-Louis David, Oath of the Horatii 
· Théodore Géricault, The Raft of the Medusa. 
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