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Learning activities
Chapter 1
1. Anne Sullivan was the legendary teacher of Helen Keller (who was born both blind and deaf). Review the quote at the beginning of the chapter and explain what you understand about the distinctions Sullivan is making regarding the two types of learning experiences described.

2. Create an infographic or draw a diagram that captures the way the EYLF Principles, Practices and Learning Outcomes are enacted through the Arts.

3. 	In a small group, role-play an information session for parents who are visiting your centre or school. The intention of the information session is to explain to the parents (a) the nature of the Arts learning their children will be experiencing and (b) what this achieves in relation to the aims of EYLF or Australian Curriculum: The Arts.
Chapter 2	
1. 	The quote from Albert Einstein at the beginning of the chapter makes a salient point about different ways of knowing. Elaborate on this to explain why the Arts are an important dimension of children’s education.

2. 	Visit the Edutopia website (www.edutopia.org/stw-arts-integration) and read about the Bates Middle School experience of an arts-integrated curriculum. Prepare a radio story, podcast or an audio recording explaining the concept of arts-integration, how it worked, what it achieved and what lessons early childhood teachers could take from this middle school example in terms of their own approach to education.

3. 	Working in pairs, locate two famous painting masterpieces on the theme of animals, families or gardens. (You can choose any famous painting, or you might like to focus on acclaimed Australian artworks.) Research these and based on what you discover, list six questions for each artwork that would lead children into observing the different features of the paintings and learning more about its meaning. One place to start is https://artsandculture.google.com/
Chapter 3 
1. 	The quote from John Berger at the beginning of the chapter claims that for young children, ‘everything that happens is a necessity’. Explain this claim by making reference to the content of this chapter with its focus on children’s development.

2. 	Locate several children’s drawings and write a paragraph about each explaining what they communicate about children’s development. 

3. 	Working in pairs, generate at least three reasons why it is important for young learners to have agency and authority. Explain how this agency is fostered in the Arts. Present your views to others in a PowerPoint presentation.
Chapter 4 
1. 	Using Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s quote at the beginning of the chapter as a heading, write a 1 000-word explanation of ‘belonging’.

2. 	Research the art practice of artist Andy Goldsworthy or John Dahlsen as the springboard for an art project you undertake yourself. Document and reflect on the artistic process and the final artistic expression. What did you experience and come to know from undertaking the project? Based on this learning, how would you devise a meaningful project for young children?

3. Investigate the resources in your local community, for example, libraries, art galleries, and performing arts centres. Explain how a class excursion to one of these would enrich your student’s sense of belonging within their community. Describe three arts experiences you could implement following the visit.
Chapter 5 
1. 	Émile Zola (1840–1902) was a famous author and winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature. In a literary context, he was interested to promote a form of writing that was lodged in unvarnished realism. Refer to his quote at the beginning of the chapter and explain how that quote relates to the overall subject of this chapter.

2. 	Review the video Austin’s Butterfly (https://vimeo.com/38247060) and describe how the lesson demonstrates an effective way of developing children’s learning dispositions. What are key features about the process adopted to help Austin develop an accurate representation of the butterfly?

3. 	This chapter explores the dimensions of children’s experience of being under six headings. Working in pairs, choose one of these dimensions and design an arts learning experience to foster children’s experience of being. In doing this, locate a painting, piece of music or children’s picture book that enriches the experience you are planning.
Chapter 6 
1. 	Refer to the quote by Gilles Deleuze at the beginning of the chapter and explain in 300 words how you understand that quote in the context of this chapter.

2. 	Select an artwork (painting, piece of music, song or dance) that you regard as part of your story. In 300 words, tell the story of how this artwork is significant to you and who you are.

3.n 	Many stories of Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islanders peoples are expressed by dance, song, painting and ceremony. In small groups, devise a learning experience for Year 1 children that invites them to tell their story in an artistic form about a recent experience such as the first day of school, a birthday or new arrival in the family. 
[bookmark: _Hlk99438504]Chapter 7 
1. 	Friedrich Nietzsche was a highly influential German philosopher. Consider Nietzsche’s quote at the beginning of the chapter in light of what you can discover about him and propose reasons why you think such a person would value dance in this way.

2. 	Select one of the videos suggested in the guided viewing section and devise a guided viewing session for a Year 2 class. Undertake some preliminary research about the dance and then list questions you would use to guide children’s exploration of the dance. Provide potential answers. Include a summary of the intended learning outcomes of the session. 

3. 	In pairs select three dance elements and then devise a sequence of lessons that imaginatively engage children in exploring the qualities of these elements. Each lesson should include an opportunity for children to apply their learning to creating an artistic response. 
Chapter 8 
1. 	Explain how the quote by Sanford Meisner at the beginning of this chapter represents the key ideas in this chapter.

2. 	Create a puppet to use for storytelling. Film yourself reading the story and using the puppet to engage the imagined viewers. Review the video and write a 300-word reflection highlighting the ways your use of the puppet did and did not embrace dramatic storytelling strategies. 

3. In a small group, select a story as a starting point and develop your own Story Drama experience.
Chapter 9 
1. 	A notable feature of media arts is the collaborative nature of many creative undertakings. With reference to the quote by Lenny Abrahamson at the beginning of the chapter, describe the different types of collaborations required for different media arts forms, and the ways these relationships can be managed in practical terms.

2. 	Plan a guided review of a media artwork that is followed by children creating their own media product employing elements of their learning from the guided review.

3. 	In pairs, create a digital storybook for children that imaginatively introduces the work of a First Nations Australian or an Asian artist or art tradition.
Chapter 10 
1. 	Georgia O’Keeffe is an acclaimed American artist. Explain the significance of her quote at the beginning of this chapter in terms of how the elements and design principles of the Visual Arts work to convey different moods and ideas. Use an artwork to illustrate this.

2. 	Choose a learning experience from the Sparkers in this chapter and undertake the project yourself. Based on this, outline how you would plan a learning experience with children. Consider what would be the provocation, what investigations to build conceptual understandings would be required, and what practical processes you would demonstrate.

3. 	Choose one of the paintings in Table 11.1 and review the resources provided before developing a project for Year 2 students. 
Chapter 11 
1	. Georgia O’Keeffe is an acclaimed American artist. Explain the significance of her quote at the beginning of this chapter in terms of how the elements and design principles of the Visual Arts work to convey different moods and ideas. Use an artwork to illustrate this.

2. 	Choose a learning experience from the Sparkers in this chapter and undertake the project yourself. Based on this, outline how you would plan a learning experience with children. Consider what would be the provocation, what investigations to build conceptual understandings would be required, and what practical processes you would demonstrate.

3. 	Choose one of the paintings in Table 11.1 and review the resources provided before developing a project for Year 2 students. 
Chapter 12
This chapter is a summary of information presented in Chapters 7 -11 that has been arranged by age or school year level for easy reference. 
Chapter 13 
1. 	With reference to the quote at the beginning of the chapter by Wendy Boyd and Lexi Cutcher, outline your understandings of arts pedagogies in an early childhood setting.

2. 	Your early learning centre manager has asked you to prepare a talk for parents about purposeful play. Create an infographic or a PowerPoint presentation you could use to explain what purposeful play means, how children learn, and your role as educator. To finish your presentation, prepare a guide for parents to use at home.

3. 	Watch this video clip (www.youtube.com/watch?v=9G0GEsZ6JnY), in which children explore and experiment with timbre, rhythm, dynamics and beat. Using Table 14.2 (see Chapter 14) as a reference, create your own questions for the context shown in the video. Include a description of the educational value and relevance of each question.
Chapter 14 
1. 	The quote from Cathy Nutbrown at the beginning of the chapter highlights the importance of observations in the early childhood context. Create a PowerPoint presentation to explain the point that is being made.

2. Watch the video Doing Your Own Thing – Child’s Agency (www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGeeK49tTwk) and record your observations of the young child’s dancing. Interpret your observations and use EYLF to identify her learning.

3. 	Watch the video clip Making Music (www.youtube.com/watch?v=9G0GEsZ6JnY). With reference to Music: Foundation to Year 2 (ACARA), select the relevant Content Descriptions, Content Elaborations and skills. Use the Curriculum-Based Assessment of Learning format to assess the learning outcomes of one of the two children in the video.
Chapter 15 
1. 	What point is Dwight D. Eisenhower (former President of the United States) making in the quoted observation at the beginning of the chapter? How is the distinction relevant here?

2. 	Use the Pause and reflect feature from Chapter 2 ‘Dramatic Play with Boxes’ as your point of reference. Write an observation-based plan for ages 0–4. Follow the format provided in this chapter. 

3. Plan a Unit of Inquiry on a chosen theme using the example in this chapter as a guide.
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